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die AXTC&t of the four Lx>fi<lon AjuurchiiytA we hdve rcecivctl d very 
number of enquiries from members of tbe public who arc anxious lo 
^ve a shore statement on the meaning of Anarchism. The article we repro¬ 
duce below was written by George Woodcock and first published in War 
Commentary in May 1943. We consider it to be one of the clearest short 
statements on Anarchism available and do not apologize for reprintinj^ it at 
^ P*’cs<w tim^ We are proposing issue this article in leaflet form and 
details Will be given m the next issue of War Commentary, 

TO Many engush people «ii«rehUi» 


remauu. it ha» been rcprc»caCcd by the 

nxlm^ oloMCi* of the world m^oc, seventy 
ycarm Michael Bakunia firvt Ei the fire 

of social revolutioa across the sides of Europe 
—^ creed of terror and dcstiuetioa. of chaos 
and fratricidal social strife. 

To the ruling cl ass e s it is indeed- a creed 
of terror and dcstraecson* for its 
me an s the end of their world, the end of 
case for tbe few at the cost of asiscry for 
t^ many, the end of privilege and cxplotta- 
ti on, of the empire of money and jU«cd. 

Bu c> sa Michael Bakunin said, •*ihc ur^ lo 
destroy is also a creative urge," And in the 
desms^on of the present fo^ of society^ tbe 
a n a rchists envisa^ not the esqnxc of but 
ibe growfii of ah mr e g rated society of fiee co- 
operadon, where equality will tvw>in»v» seal, 
vfhem ^pression and explottadon will be 
ab oli shed , where men will bvc in peace 
trust in a sode^^ based on and murwai 

aid between individuals'^ and where htrrrtayt i£^ 
heed hem the fetter or poverty and oppeessioan, 
of ^vemment and property, win develop with 


approachcd’^asmodiSliy at 
periods of the world's history. 

We will take it that no sincere man has^ibsy 
fundamental objection to our aim as stated in 
sudb gexieral terms. Almost every person ooa- 
oemed with polidcal ihou^t will agree that 
such a form of society is dfsiral:^, and the 
attracdon v^ch the cono^ of freedom 
for the majority of the people of every 
in the world is shown by way in v^ddh 
our rulers use it qcmdnually in order to -wvWn 
their s^jccu to iu of their 

req>ecdve imperialisms. Even the polidcal 
pardes, communists an/i which 

tiidr methods on principles of authority 
diametrically ^positc to those of anarchism, 
at the same time claim as their uhimare objcc- 
dvc dse anarchist sooccy where xhe state will 
m ys t e ri ou sly have withoned away of its own 
accord. 


industriat News 

# Oa the l 6 tK Wierch « stnko tcek pUc« at aa 
eA ^ i n eA rinq works U EaKa 9 bACAuso thA workAfs 
rotused to sI^a a tdrm 9(viA9 faascas wiiy they 
Arc Uto tor work. 

# H uAdfoCt of workers took pArt Ia aa uAcmcUl 
sik-dowA strikA At Soukoe PauI AlrcrAtt Com- 
pAAy. WoWArbAmptOA. Tko dispet# wblck 
stATted OA th# 9 tb MArck was ia protest of th# 
iraaIs so rv od Ia tkA f Actory CAntAoo. 

# A strike of st^e cre%»s fottcwiA9 a dispute bo* 

# twoAA two uaIom bock c{Aiinia 9 to 'represoet 
A 9roup of 78 docccAtors kes perelysed eiost of 
the b »9 HoAywood s tudios. More tkee iSjOOO 
ci Aew K work^ from Ubcurers to promUeet 
fika sters were idle. 

# Tkere Is 9reet uerest eaioe9 E^Iaa mleers. A 
locel strike m tke HemeUes p«tk^ tkreAteeed 
to briA 9 cot eB tke coelmiAers. ie tke eetlre 
Lie 9A BasIa min e t . Tke str 3 co be9AA over ike 
dUmitsel of oaa awaat but dmre is 9 eAerAl dis^ 
coAteAt eiAOA 9 mlAOrs over food retkos wktck, 
the mieors sey. ere seieller tkee dcrie9 dm 
GermeA occope ti oe. 

# four Amo n ctm %vomeA trede uaIoaIscs xou n s^ 
BtvUIa Weve met meAy employers eed iaaaaqIbq 
directors but herdly eAy workers. Mrs. JuCa 
0 *Co A Ao r Perker of tke Ammneon Federedoe of 
Sectricel workers told e reportor cket she ked 
de^ met o«e shop stewerd^ c ommi CT ee durie9 
her tour of Brium. 

# OaamfioimiOKt is sp r o eding Ia Freeco. Tkere 

40Sfi00 totetty ueemployed Ia Freoce oe 
Pdbraory IS, 158,000 of tkem m Feris declered 
lU. Por^ FimAck MiACUr ef Lekeur receAcly* 
hieAy AMre ore OAly perkdme workers. 

# AcrnrfliAg to tko leiest hCa U t r y of Lebour 

fvtaras tke totel e w m b er of %rorkers ergtomtod 
tm maoAS wes et tke bog^m q of tke yoor tome 
ai TWe figure it ehACCt equh ^ e U et to 

the lACOrd toeel of 83 AuBme orgooked worker 

m 1920. 


To Our Benders 

A S&tt 

cSt a 


These polidcal gentry, however, pay only 
a token adhcpcncc to the concept a tree 
society. Their whole tcchmquc IS. m fact 
ba^ on a seizure of the machinery of 
authority and the replacement of the prosem 
catploid^ class by a burcaucpac>' which will 
mhen t ia power and therefore lu opportunities 
ox privilege. 

This process is ootircly opposed lo lh« 
coAocpC of e n e rc h is aa. end k is aacre ehild««h- 
»csA to suppose chAt eay dess «*^wch hes 
power is likely to Icf k ^ agein 
wkh any decree ol cesc. The sUAc wiU 
never wkhcr eway. It aaosi be destroyed et 
the roots. 

Practlcabilicy of Anordiihm 

The general objccdoc to arjr»-hism is, then, 
not on grouxids of iu undcurabslicy, but on 
the grounds of ia imp r-^-rd^Nl rty A 
period of ertnfan oe will be oocoed, it is asacried, 
before they can be aoc co turn froodom 

into liocoac, anf^ eberefoee, xiatuze N^rng 

what it is, j*^*^*^ cquahiy only be 
given to men r^r>n»-i£». ^hc kindly superviuon 
over their atfains by ■**•'*** The. 

anarchiso, on the ocher hand., daxxn that ihctn 
is the only meant of achieving a just and equal 
society, chat govccnxncst is an fnsnnaioo that 
will of necessity breed privilege and inequality, 
and that insofar as it it true to say chat men 
axe at present unwial beings, they are made 
so not by their itmare rhar^-teritries, but by the 
fact that their natural apdnidc towards nmcu al 
aid and oo-operadon for the fulfilment of 
common ends has been warped ^ the imposi¬ 
tion of a system based on coe r cion and d e c ei t 
—uhlch arc must always be the two co m e r 

Moncs of authority. 

Let us she causes which arc respon¬ 
sible for sttvti misery of contemporary 

society. They arc, briefly, the ia t ti m oons 
property and government—the cc m io nu c capka- 
fa ricn Avrrtiwji Tvffl ot the many by 

the few. 

The Class Society 

Huxnan society iO'*day—and this is true no 
less of countries have t cm i- f mdal 

or have pscudo-sodahst th s n of the 

pluiocradc empizes of West—is divided mio 

two those who control the means ot 

production and reap the profiu from their 
expkiiacan, the workers who operate tl^ 

oi 4ntr r*v* Smallest WagC Chcir 

explcixen due to pay them. Between these two 
classes daem is so interest in c ommon , and the 
rivalry beewoen them is mc vi tablc so long as 
the c3g>katadon of man by znan is allowed co 
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rmd dm mooUi d tko Cpsstpro- 
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dm rmAmi ^ 
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TTlC OIcAAS uf p**du4^ti‘*A »' «> 
bcootne veued »n iIk “I 

while the siAie fcowiA* il»cv wiU . 
controlled by the rvlmg - 

becoOK ihe Jr 

ihat the new njMAit vUi* »»i4V i*-- 
ihe workers will tjulur no s.f- • 
utuAtion will force them u- aw*^ 
an capkaiiog cIa^* In •■rw.i i - u 
pouuon. they will have to 
vomipts. Absolute powvr corruj-- 
(These Are not the w<.r»n j........ f - 

the mclanchoiy vuncU.vi. n o* .k Vi . 

After A lifetime studying ihf 

human uuutuiion» ■ Pow^r g... • p..-- v - 

the priviUgv* conferred by own/.-; ... c --- 

of sooeiy, and *i is pr**''**; i>y d. 

history that men wh*- luv. v. f..-- 

lightly relinquish them »t fail to o.,., s u oi 

them for ihor own civJi. 

To-dey ibe Mate •• assuming a murs dan¬ 
gerous a«Hl powerful furm than svwr Mur*,, 
la evco country power is passing steadily m**' 
the bands of Ibe grossing bureaueral class 
fsMtndcd by ibe needs of the stale. PoMieal 
osHllrol are coales^ii.g lulo uati 
body, so Ibal Ibe slalc and ils ruling cUs. 
enn Asore efiscienUy ibeir control 

wed espfoscelioo. 

It is cieer. ibetw ibei il nseo are lo bsc^ 
free end arc lo enjoy any Ibuig appruaebing 


\j.ikiii;; fli^ I ‘ Ni-s 
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vduva..«. o'**. . OV i*a, u* CiO. 

C{.idi. uiiiuCi-i <*.. uW ta..* i,.»k u , w--. 
u4.040a.UCd ofg4>ia»at« ur .. WiU. 

they axc ivsUfatifcina vt i.cc.y ^n.a.vu;d 


The enerchwt therefore reoogxslsos the 
dese «r waggle- e» aa lacvkehlc feature of 
prc»cat-dey socsety. and elao ee e a cccs ee r y 
factor m the uaperceuaoa of the govenuneacei 
aOGsety by the free society. 

Tbe syuem by which the ccntrol of the 
ownership of the mcaris ox produoioo and dis* 
triburioei is vested in the hands of a few is 
azxd-sodal, aoc only frocn the fact thu it causes 
soese men co enjoy plenty while the majority 
Ihv at or a fittlc above starvation level, but 
also because it zesula in a retardment of the 
cacpkiearioo of the resources of nature and an 
arnfiria! depress^ of the level of social life. 
The difference in ^b/* standard of b»rw.v,-> iif/» 
which would result horn a £toc and equal distri- 
burioo of the psesent produos of the land and 
of nutustry is small in cortyarisoa with the 
vast ;r.orcasc in proAtfrion which would become 
available, ooocarrently with a great increase in 
Ifiugc, if the means afford&l by modem science 
CO improve peoduoioc, both on the laxid and 
in the wofieshops, were used lo their full extent. 
The intcresu of privau o wn e rshi p, however, 
forbid the full use of scicnrific knowledge in 
this respect, and thus the miserably paid cfloru 
of the worker are largely wasted on unproductive 
toil. 

The State 

But the system of property cannot be dissoci- 
from the Sutc, which began and has always 
^ ^ ics ibc pTOCCCtioo of 

dac ruling control over progeny. The 

ii die coercive superstructure on a properly 
iodety whidi maintains, through ia weapons 
of force, such as parliament, the police ax^ t^ 
army, the doesisaiion and prosperity of the 
governing as against the exploited workers. 
The sod' 4 ]istt pretend that if prwa/e ^openy 
k if capixalism and la ndl o r d i s m arc 

i: will be possible to create an 
cquiabk society by 

difouzh ibc iasti ci io o n of Stau. The 

beeper, soa in 

ml enemy of the woridng whem 

^va^^itahen and landlordum arc dwoycd, 
^continued existence or ibc state 
^ gJZn res the insrioitioo of property. 


FOl’R LOVOOX VmttffSTS Ct)R1I! i i l 1) 
FOR TRIAL AT OLD OAii.i l 


Our four London cooir-i : appc-rcil for the 
third umc before the -i AL/yUn*:^-, 

Friday last, l6ih .March, when furthir 
was heard. The prosccuuon's caw and cx- 
ammauon of witnesses the previous week (March 
9ih) arc reporud in full on page 4. 

Witnesses representing tbe landlords at Bclsixe 
Road and Whitechapel High htrcci, as well as 
the Registry of Business Names and the Ministry 
of Labour were called to formally corroborate 
the question of tenancy ol the Freedom Press, 
Express Printers, etc., the Ministry of Labour 
ot&oal suiing that Mrs. Richards was registered 
as being employed by the Express Printers as 
manageress whose employment included "reading 
and passing of all printed matter in connccuoo 
with her employment." 

Inspector Gordon lioare of the special 
Branch was then called into the witness box. 
He described his visit to and search of Dr. 
Hcwcison's premises. “I found a considerable 
number ol documents of all sons—he said*-^in- 
cluding one copy of the circular letter ol 25th 
October, 1944, and one et^ only cooQplcicd on 
one side." On the 3(Hh December he searched 
Philip Sansom's premises where he took possess¬ 
ion ol 19 completed copies ol the circular 
letter and fourteen empty envelopes all add re ssed 
to menJben of the Armed Forces. 
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Dr 


FREEDOM PRESS DEFENCE 
COMMITTEE 

17 St. George's Street (2nd floor) 
Henovor Squere, l-ondon, W.l. 

o 

CkalrmsA; rtikisSCX READ 
VtC0 CMrmmn: FENNER BROCKWAY 

& Patrick fi&gis 

SAcrAUry; ETHEL MANNIN 
TrAASafAr: S. WaTSON TaYLOR 

This CommittAA Has bAAn t&rnvAd witk tivA 
followiAg main objACtivAS : 

1. To dAfAnd tkA iour anArchists arrAStAd 
aad ckarQad undAr OAfoACA RAgulatlon 39 A. 

2 . To protost sgatnvt any attacks upon 
tWa froadom of spAAch and publkation. 

3 . To organaa a OafoncA Fund to covar 
tKa lagal axpansas of tk« accuvad and tha 
Committoa's own axpansas. 
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W« nppoal to nil comrados and randars 
of *'War Commantary*' as wall as to all who 
baliava in tha ir^^dom of spaach and pub¬ 
lication to land thair financial support so 
that tha work of tha Committaa may go 
forward. 0urlA9 thasa difficult yaars tha 
four accusad comradas hava givan all thair 
anargias to tha causa of Fraadom. Tha 
Uast wa can do is to rally to thair dafancA 
now tAAt Authority Has atUckAd thAm. 

SAod your contributions to thn TrnasurAr 
Aod mokA aII ChAquAs and P.O.S payabin 
to : 

’FREEDOM PRESS DEFENCE COMMITTEE** 


l'roic»i<>iiul .No, 

. .. . M/ - 

I i*>.ii w — . ■ . " 

Ua U> **•’ -* t • — r- -‘• 

u- W*-■■ 

ib^i; were ^ “ly r,*,f 

l/.- J. , 

T^pUlirtTsl ihit i^y y-J r-.. ^ ^ , . 

wa-.-- i>r .h^ ... . 4 . -. 

vcn;c- -,- and ,^,-,*4 -lU he c* - - ^ .... 
jivius properly iher* u wv-mU T iVw 4 ..,.—; . 
lag Dr. liw'*-- a *-■- uli r. i. 

however ihai - ol the .. ..... 

irom Dr. II/-- a. . : 

^ ^ Lhea* h‘.. .... . tii_ ~ , 

ih^ rr.c. 'rbey wvu*. j . 

‘•-.IJy- He lurih-cr .igrccd ih- . . ...c ■ . . 

o.k^-. ffwm Dr. ilcr,-., . r. - 

; ■'.y r-T-,. iiig on uVt C-.- 
i'Ccgording h*. visit bar- .. . .. . 

Hoare wros^-e>-iruiv;.4 ... i ul, 

not pa -r.: when he 

not -blc to ly when ^vanu^m m a. 

Impcvtor WhitfJ Wm ■*-- wa.. 

culled. He viwicd Bclsixc F‘- *d wiwic he 
Vernon Ricbt^ rds, birs^ X.cnards ar~.i uiivcr 

people thcirc, iic “r-rheu .i . p/.-.-n... 

away a i^i^v quanuty U I-... .. .. y ' 

cTc.^ gU wpifc- •>* ..i,r 

ol ih*^ 25th October, lv44. 1 D .. 

Richards—Inspector Whitehead cominuc(5-<ind 
said Th*s apf: ' to be an snernrry.' - ar^—r 
letter u> your subscribers'. I pvh-- j 
ROYAL typewriter winch on .D, . 

aod '.-id 'Was it prepared or* ih..; machincr' 
Richards said *Quitc pre^xibly but we u;*w ^vvci.^j 
machines so 1 could not dchmi-rly'. I said 
'What exactly is your conncoion with tiic Free¬ 
dom ?rcs^/'. He said 'As you saw when you 
came in, wc ail help here but 1 i^li myself the 
bccrcur/. 

Subscribers in The Forces 

I found also a hsi ol member* of ihc Forces 
with the words 'Mid-Nov. scr*!* on the left 
hand top comer." 7 here was 95 name?, of 
bers of the scA'icc^ m this hii, IS from Non 
OombaiaAt unit’., ih^ rcn*ainder from the fight¬ 
ing services. He also found a hii ol 102 nam-jj 
of service men on sicncils which were conuined 
m a metal receptacle. Inspector VC^hiichcad aU><> 
referred to the key which fitted bansoni'/ -tudio 
door and to an alleged sutcmcni made by han¬ 
som to him on January I6ih, with refer- r*- .. to 
the letters found at hii -*udio "It is obvious, if 
you found them, that I took them there. I have 
duplicated similar letters for the Freedom Press 
that I cannot idcn^y these parucular ones. 1 
used to do a certain amount of dispatching lor 
the Freedom Pre * and probably these arc a lew 
of the circular letters left over. 1 do u-i know 
who addre -.cd the cnvclopc^ to soldiers but they 
must have also been left over, like ihc k‘i*;rs. 
I despatched a number ol circular to 

soldiers from the studios on behalf of Frct^ .lom 
Press up to the lime I left the addr/.i. As lar 
as I can remember that was on the 6ib Novem¬ 
ber, I‘>44. I cannot type and v:*^i ihy: ihr, 
circular Iccicr dated the 25th October 1944 w*a;> 
prepared at No. 27 Belsizc Road." 


wisAL i V 

..... 
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i/ui ir- v 


ra^-* Mr. 
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lUth •' I ^ *- -■ ■ - 

by I.. . --4 «o.. ' . = .;4. .. 

-•a ■ -1 ihal 4 • . 

list". 

Of *4 - .fch i'. 

Whiich-. 4, u. ... - 

of icLy.honc riun." .... r. ' - 
’•■■r of i.T^ri* ’-** r,Ti'A,7% ui , a ./ 

• ‘noons m ; '. lorrr^ 

Iwlur’’’' —... i .. 

OiUon. M*'. Ku'.i-'d'.^ :or 
that there w,-,. ./ -n--.. 

4v>mradci plc-s ^:d la.*! iixn: ,v - 
delt..**-. 

Tlicy -—d foi I - til ■* M 

lobuuc 4/B ,i’r*da/, March 23 rd. - . , 

weru ouom.iusal lor trial at -,4 i 
at tlu. OUl Bailey which ! -gir, i 

I GLASGOW FREEDOty. 

j DEFENCE COMMITTEE 


^ DEMONSTRATlOr 

^ toi- 

j freedom of 

/ bv i ' I D V 4 *. 

^ COSMO Ci^r CA 

Sunday. 22ad Ajyr.y „ ^' 
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_SFAIN mm4 iht WORLD and REVOLT 


SI BSi Rirnos Rxns: 

r M.>ruhs. 3(U.S.A. 60c.) posi free 
IJ .Months 6 (U.S.A. $1) post free 

Flaasa make all chaques. P.O.’s and Monay 
Ordars payalila to Fraadom Prass and crossed 
a c Paraa af%d address them to: 

FREEDOM PRESS, 

27 RED LION STREET, 
LONDON. W.C.l. 


riiiir(*liill 

Snubs T.IJ.t \ 

The relationship of the T.lUC, to 
the lory bosses was once a^ain illu¬ 
minated this week over the question 
of amentKn^ the Trade Disputes Act. 
Citrine asked to be allowed to come 
and discuss the matter with Churchill 
on behalf of the T.U.C. Churchill 
told him—in a letter—that ‘‘although 
I am always glad to sec you, I do not 
think that there would be sufficient 
reason to put you to the trouble of 
coming to see me on this matter/’ A 
not over-polite way of saying “don t 
waste my time“! 

This reply of ChurchilPs is especi¬ 
ally interesting because it comes a 
very few weeks after Citrine had 
shown how faithful he is to the inter¬ 
ests of the ruling class by that master¬ 
piece of one-sided reporting, his re¬ 
port on Greece. He acts like ^ a 
servile lackey and Churchill treats him 
as su2h. 

This is all the more interesting in 
the light of Chamberlain’s promise at 
the beginning of the war that if the 
trade unions played their part in the 
nadonaJ effort (i.e. the interests of the 
bosses) the question of amending the 
Trade Disputes Act would be ver>' 
favourably considered by the Govern¬ 
ment when the war ended. The very 
terms of this promise arc so slighting 
that one wonders that the T.U.C. 
could swallow the insult. But now' 
Churchill comes forward to tell them 
that even though they have been good 
boys they aren’t going to get the 
prize! 

The Conservatives have got the 
Trade Union officials sized up. At 
the Conservative Conference one 
member declared that “the trade 
union movement has grown into a 
vested interest”, and added that “the 
tronble with the Trade Unions is that 
they aM looked upon as stepping 
stonns tor ambitious politicians to get 
into parliament.” The Tories realize 
—^how* could they fail to, in view of 
the attitude of the T.U. officials to 
strikes and compulsory labour mea¬ 
sures?—that the interests of the T.U. 
leadership are bound up w'ith the 
interests of the employers and the 
State* Hence the T.U.C. cannot really 
appose the ruling class, and their atti¬ 
tude to the Trade Disputes Act shows 
it. The Tories naturally treat such 
half-hearted “opponents” with con¬ 
tempt. 

In the autumn of 1943 the Civil 
Service Clerical Association, the In¬ 
land Revenue Staffs Association and 
the Union of Postal Workers—all 
unions of government employees— 
decided to defy the ban w'hich the 
Trade Disputes Act imposes on them, 
by applying for affiliation with the 
T.U.C. The T.U.C. decided to make 
an issue out of it and accepted the 
affiliation. But when the Government 
showed itself ready to take up the 
challenge and hght it out, the T.U.C. 
withdrew the affiliation of these 
unions on a promise that the matter 
would be discussed with the Prime 
Minister. Since then Churchill has 
not found time, however, for such a 
discussion, and has now' kicked Citrine 
in the face when he asks for the pro¬ 
mise : of discussion only, be it remem¬ 
bered ) to be redeemed. 

Tbc rcry next year the Govcriiniciit arrei»l- 
cd four Trot&iyi^k and churtied them M'iili 
offence* under this Trudch Dinputck Act. 

Did the T.L.C. proccirt, or support the tour 
accused? Of cour»c oof; infcteiid they ubcdi- 
ciitJ> Miiictiufied the Oovcmmciili nc%* De¬ 
fence Reduf<al'»a *AA. which actualJy guck 
litrihcr thMH tbc no-xtrike chiuxck in the Tri*dc 
Dixputck Act. The T.U.C. fbux xhoi^cd that 
they by no Mieaa* ihc Act repealed; they 

only VI ant eertain clauxei amended. The 
anti'-fllrikc elauxct actually xtrcngthcii the 
handfc of the T.l^. official ax far ax eontrollind 
the rank and hlc and they arc all in 

favour of thexc. (D. N. PriM, the Stalinixt 
lawyer, alxa argued that there wax no need 
for lAA bccauxc the Trades Dixuptet Act 
already adequately covered the ground!). 
^ bat tha T.U.C. want eiiminulcd arc the 
clauxet which forbid It^vcriimcnt employees 
to affiliate to the T.U.C. With the prexcnl 
provpcct of an ever increuxind number of 
(o^rntment employcex and petty bureaucrat 
the T-UXI. lookx hungrily at these employcex 
i* Bftost anxiou* that they xhuuld receive 
from them. They arc anxious to com* 
P^c!^ monopuUze the duc%«payiu£ capacity 
€« the workci^ and at the same time entreoeh 
xtUl further in the Stale* muchincr)'. 

Tonev oo the other hand want to 
rrtjua theve clauM. a» a bar|Sainin|f counter, 
•wd ahK. to keep the T.U.C. in the xerviU 
which they voluntarily adopted at the 
nt tbc war. They have no xcruplcv 
* repudiating promi»cv made to their T.U. 
■wd offecnty rebuff them. 

' invited ChurehiU to addrexx 

wnnd Trade Unmn Coafcrcixce. W'cll 


War commentary—for 24th -March. 1Q4:; 

Plsillllill^ nn* 


rnit years the air has been full of 

aiK by all sons of political groups as to ihc 
prospects for post-war planning. The Govern¬ 
ment itself has headed the throng, and has been 
followed by Liberals, I.abouritcs and “Progre.*- 
sives'* who have issued sheaves and sheaves of 
plans, recommendations and proposals for all 
kinds of human activity, ranging fn>m the re¬ 
organisation of industry to the layout of towns 
and cilice. The attitude of anarchists to in¬ 
dustry has been made clear a number of times 
in the pages of U Vzr Coyfiftiefttary and elsewhere, 
it is the purp«>sc of this article to attempt to at 
least start discussion on the connection between 
town planning and a free soaeiy. 

In the minds of most people the idea of lowm 
planning is linked up immediately with goveni- 
mental control, a plan which is produced by 
some obscure expert and which is enforced by 
a busy-body ministerial offidal, and generally 
some new form of dictatorship leaving even l«s 
freedom 10 the individual. This is due to the 
fact that practically all the proposals for the re¬ 
planning of towns and cities have come in the 
form of recommendations for future government 
legislation, and that the town-planning experts 
themselves have suggested that nationalisation of 
at least the land is necessary if any plan is to 
be effeaive. TTius it is broadly true to say that 
the kind of society which would suit the require¬ 
ments of tovrn planning experts is some form 
of state socialism or a kind of “Beveridge” re¬ 
formed capitalism. 

Tlic objections which anarchists hold against 
such a form of society have been expressed a 
number of times, our objeaion to slate control 
docs not mean that we must reject also the 
idea itself of tou*n-planning. If we examine 
what it is that lovMi-planning sets out to do we 
shall then be able to see how far this links up 
with the anarchist proposals for sodal organisa¬ 
tion. 

The lo^^'n-planning movement came into being 
because at the end of the last century a number 
of people saw the conditions which large towns 
forced upon their inhabitants and cspeciallv 


„non Ihc working class. The slums of ihc 
Pn 1 of Ctlasgow and of ihc towns o! the In- 
dusirifll Norih arc still one of the worst of ihc 
imlignities which capitalism imposes on the 
workers, and apart from the squalour and misery 
which ihev cause it became obvious that slums 
and badly laid out dtics arc incffidcnt ev-n from 
the point of view of the capiialistr themselves. 
It is possible to sec two influences at work in 
the town planning movement, one a middle-class 
concern for the conditions of living of the work¬ 
ers and a desire to alleviate their suffering, the 
other a realisation lhal present day dlie^ are 
extremely ineffident and that they need drastic 
re-planning to bring them up to the standards 
required by modern capitalism. Naturally, since 
anarchists view* sodal questions from a cla^- 
posiuon, their attitude to tow-n planning must 
also be conditioned by such considerations as 
working class emandpation and the control of 
industry by the workers themseh'es. Tlte at¬ 
tempts of middle class reformers are rejected on 
the grounds thni no amount of reforms can put 
an end to the exploitation of the workers, and 
consideration for the effidency' of capitalist 
sodety can have no place at all in an anarchist 
attitude. 

But at the same time, it must be admitted 
i^l a vast amount of useful information has 
been collected by the people who have been asso- 
aaied with the lowm-planning movement, which 
11 necessary to lake into account Starting 
vMth Howard, many advocates of planning have 
produced overwhelming eddence to condemn the 
existing method—or lack of method—in town 
building. This evidence covers a number of 
different subjects, such as the actual design of 
the house to give the best possible living condi¬ 
tions, the relationship of buildings to open 
spaces to provide the maximum of air, light and 
sun, the lay’out of roads and streets to give 
speed to traffic and at the vsamc lime .safety to 
walkers. Within a town which has been pro¬ 
perly planned the position of factories has to be 
determined so that they do not clash unih resi¬ 
dential districts and so that they arc at the same 
lime within easy reach of railways and main 
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balance xvhu k . ‘ 
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Perhttp. tht nv . 
town piftnn • m ^ » 

dcceniralu 1 r 
impir>n i! g^-vvtvrh h 

the best * ^ i . ‘ 

§0 far W n * h ' > b r 

of gsrd* r ’ 

been cr. v a . 

Wclw-vn Lt ifi n s . \ 

new' indusifi . ’ b. • , 

Hertfordshire In . 

or tenement 

own gardens, ihcrc :■ 

foe children to play f ' i 

nonh-easiem end of •‘'r a o 1 • 

docs not get earn ‘ r ^ -Ic * htmxt l 
open counin' is not Ui^^re ih^in ten minu?^ v* yv 
from any part of the town, and the ncai . - ' 
lowTi is alx>ui four miles away. Comp wnu 
a London Borough, 3tv Padduigton, cKryn 1 
ideal. But when one lives ui Web:, yn for a 
little while one rcahij^s ihat it beat: the mitik 
of class sodetv ri*vn in its lavou Die v 
IS diiSdcd into two parts bv the railwiV Iniw 
\ihich becomes the dass bamcr To ibr 
of the railway lie the sl'e-‘pping ivnirc ^hz »A>ur*- 
dl offices, the dnetm. and ihr hou the 

middle class. To the east are ;rie fac’^rf^- and 
the workers ht>uscs. Fven rrK*ic than m iriT t 
towns whah grew up over a *1 UttK 

VC clwyn is a class town, the N-mmLincs n 
and for all to h'c. 

In such a shon ariick* as this it is inijn»%sibu 
to set forth a fully reasoned case, ihc bcsi ihai 
can be done is t*» give indications K=r future 
argument. But it is possible to sav what are 
the good tcndenacs in the town planning mtwe 
ment and to show- in what way thev can he 
achieved by anarchist prindples of urganisaimn 
The attempt of the garden dty icka to deal with 
the overgrown industrial town by means of ile- 
ccntralisaiion is the only way in which an anar- 


Little Known English Anarchists—ft 


IT IS AN irony of fate that Frank Kitz should 
be classed among the little knotvn, for fetv men 
were so well endowed with those qualities that 
make for greatness and arc deserving of fame, 
I remember hearing one of the best orators in 
the movement saying that **John Bums (then in 
the flood-tide of his popularity) was not up to 
Kitz's ankles in intelligenced* He was an orator 
in the full sense of the word. He could play 
on every chord of the human heart, using cold 
logic, hitter sarcasm, or fervent emotion. He 
knew instinctively how to handle h'ls audience 
and always knew the right weapons to use. At 
our big meetings Khz was always one of the 
speakers, and Kropotkin would cheerfully run 
the risk of missing his train rather than miss 
hearing him speak. 

The late Bruce Glasier, in his book *^William 
Morris and the early days of the Socialist Move- 
menf*, writes of Kitz as a genial Bohemian with 
revolutionary tendencies, and doubts if he was 
really an Anarchist. To those of us who were 
comrades of Frank Khz—as Glasier was, too — 
this is simply ridiculous. Is it because Glasier 
became a renegade from his ^^evolutionary ten¬ 
dencies” while Khz rcmcmied true to his} His¬ 
tory is a complete refutation of such a statement; 
one lived for the moment, the other lived on h. 

When a young man, after serving his appren¬ 
ticeship as a dyer. Khz went on tramp into the 
provinces, following out the old custom of 
establishing himself as a journeyman by work¬ 
ing at his trade, and wherever possible preaching 
the doctrines of revolutionary socialism. On his 
road back to London, he stayed at Oxford where 
Professor Thorold Rogers, then a don at the 
university, took the chair for him at one of his 
meetings and welcomed him as the last of the 
socialists. The Owenist socialists were almost 
extinct and the new conception of free revolu¬ 
tionary socialism was just being born. 

Back in London, Khz was soon busy among 
the various small groups of working class revo¬ 


lutionaries known as the Labour Emancipation 
League”, which was afterwards affiliated to the 
Democratic Federation (later (he Social Demo¬ 
cratic Federation). Khz keenly resented the in- 
tmion of the movement by the middle class 
element, and often said that ^'As the movement 
grew in extent, it lost in depth.” He lived to 
sec its rapid and complete deterioration as the 


efforts by Kropotkin and other wdl hfioz.n com¬ 
rades of a generation which ha\ passed away. 

Frank Khz devoted himself largely to open- 
air propaganda, and was in con <iant dem^smi 
both in London and in the protdncial towns, lie 
believed that whilst open-air meetings were the 
best and easiest method of making contacts wuh 
the workers, it was alzzays were-ary to give them 
something to think over when by themselves. 


FRANK KITZ 


politicians took possession. 

Khz worked as a dyer for William Morris at 
Merton, and Morris would have none but really 
competent workers. Morris would work with 
him at times, for he believed in being able to do 
any work that was being done by his employees. 
When the split occurred in the Socialist League 
and Moms resigned the editorship of the Com- 
monw’eal, he suggested Kitz with Mowbray as 
joint editors. Khz held this post (unpaid) for 
a good w’hile. 

In 1881, the Anarchist Johann Most took re¬ 
fuge from Bismarck*s Germany in this country, 
and published his famous paper Freiheit (Free¬ 
dom) in German for secret circulation in Ger¬ 
many. MosPs first prosecution and imprison¬ 
ment here was for an article on the **Phoneix 
Park Murderi\ Later Freiheit was suppressed 
awd Most sent to prison again. Kitz convened 
a committee of which he was secretary, and they 
brought out an English edition of the paper with 
Khz as editor. It was sold on the streets and 
especially outside the Old Bailey whilst the trial 
was on, a challenge which the authorities pre¬ 
ferred to ignore, sensing the indignation that was 
growing among the public at the unjust sentence 
and at a prosecution promoted to please the 
German government. Khz was helped in his 


and to this end, he and some comrades pur¬ 
chased a small hand press and issued a large 
number of leaflets. These dealt with the topics 
of the day from an anarchist standpoint. 

With the help of Sam Alainwaring he 
pioneered open-air propaganda in South Wales, 
Khz speaking in English and Mainwaring in 
Welsh. The tour was a great success and was 
followed by a tour of Mainwaring and Tarrida 
del Marmol, who founded a group of Spanish 
Anarchists in Cardiff. 

Professor Okey, in his “Garland of Memor¬ 
ies” pays a fine tribute to Frattk Khz*s abilities 
and courage, in which all who knew him will 
join. As speaker and writer he was always 
ready to join in any efforts for the spread of 
Atiarchism. He did his work in a day when the 
Anarchist was regarded as a bomb thrower and 
an assassin, and when hostility to our ideas was 
the rule. We have lived down that day, and it 
is largely due to the effective work of these 
little-known Anarchists that it is so. They 
sowed the seed, and it has taken root; the gather¬ 
ing of the harvest is the task for the workers of 
to-morrow. Firrory is for those who march 
forward to the Future in the same spirit as the 
old pioneers. 

MAT KAVANAGH. 
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A Muibertarittn Coinmunily 


I N the undeveloped Russia of the nincleenih century, historical 
tendencies which had taken four or five centuries to mature 
in Western Europe were often telescoped into as many decades, 
and it was possible to see subversive religious groups, of the 
types which flourished in England during the seventeenth cen¬ 
tury, co-exisiing with modern sodal revolutionary movements. 

While in Western Europe religious dissent and sodal un¬ 
rest, which w'erc united in the revolutionary movements of the 
Anabaptists and the Diggers, had long separated into distinct 
channels, in Russia of the 1890’s they were still in some in- 
sunccs united. This was largely due to llie close relationship 
between the Czar and the orthodox Church, which made a rebel¬ 
lion against the church almost automatically a rebellion against 
the State. 

Tlii? religious rebellion reached its highest level in the 
anarchist theories of Tolstoy and in the anti-militarist resistance 
practiced by the Tolstoyans and by ccruin dissenting movements 
anx)ng the peasants. 

Of these peasant movements the most considerable was that 
of the Doukhobors, lliis sect was founded in Russia during 
the seventeenth century, on a primitive Christian basis. The 
Doukhobors opposed the hierarchies of Czardom and of llic 
orthodox chu/ii, advocated the community of land and property, 
and opposed war. 

They were subjected to conunuous persecuuons from the 
Church and the Suie until, by the middle of the nineteenth 
century, the vigour of their early beliefs hod declined, and they 
tended to accept a compromise with the sodeiy around them. 

In 1890, however, there was a sudden revival of the old 
Doukliobor beliefs, stimulated by one of their leaders, Peter 
Verigen, who had come into contact with I'olsio/s leaching and 
had realised their identity with his own beliefs. Verigen was 
exiled to Siberia, where he stayed for fifteen years, but the 
movement which he had ^^lancd gained momentum, and once 
again the Doukhobors began to proclaim their resistance to the 
Czar, to the Orthodox Church and to war. The authorities 
were alarmed by the actions of the Doukhobors, whom they 
feared would influence the other peasants in Russia, and sent 
the Cos’iacks to try and terrorise them into submission. There 
followed a period of the most steadfast resistance. Hundreds 
of the Doukhobors, both young and old, were murdered, thou¬ 
sands Wert beaten, and many of the women were raped by ihe 
liOldicTf, But they continued to refuse their allegiance to ihc 
Church or the Czar, and the young men refused to go into 
the army. 

In the end, those of ilic Doukhobors who were not killed, 
imprisoned or sent lo Siberia, hod proved themselves such u 


nuisance to the Russian government that Tolstoy had no diffi¬ 
culty in obtaining permission for the majority of them to 
emigrate lo Canada. 

In Saskatchewan they were given land by the government, 
and assured that they would not be required to aa against their 
principles. At the end of seven years, however, the Saskatche- 
v\'an government went back on its promise, and required the 
Doukhobors to give up their communal cultivation, to divide 
and fence their lands into individual portions, to swear allegiance 
lo the King and become Canadian citizens. The alternative 
was the confiscation of their lands. The Doukhobors refused to 
accede to these terms, which represented the very conditions 
they had left Russia to avoid, and all but tw'o thousand of them 
left their holdings, on which they had put in years of hard 
labour, and moved into the mountain valleys of British Colum¬ 
bia, to start once again lo break down the hard, uncultivated 
soil. 

Here they planted orchards and started a co-operative jam 
factory. But they were not left long in peace, for the British 
Columbian Government tried to force them to send their children 
to stale schools. The Doukhobors refused, and a further period 
of struggle ensued. At one lime nine hundred Doukhobors were 
kept in Piers Island prison for three years, but the government 
was beaten in the end. During this dispute the Doukhobors 
used a novel method of protest. If they were arrested, they 
would wke off their clothes and go naked. Sometimes, when 
one Doukhobor was arrested, five or six hundred naked Douk¬ 
hobors W'ould appear and demand to share his suffering. 
Demonstrations of naked Doukhobors even marched in protest 
through the streets of Vancouver. The method was effective 
and the embarrased authorities decided to leave the Doukhobors 
alone. The Doukhobors also refused to register births, deaths 
and marriages. At one time the police used to plough up 
Doukhobor cemeteries to look for new graves, but in the end 
they gave in on this point as well. 

During the 1914-18 war the Doukliobors refused to register 
or to accept military service, and again maintained ihcir resis¬ 
tance. Between the two wars a proportion of ihi: Doukhobors 
have been corrupted by bourgeois standards and nave compro¬ 
mised with surrounding society. Nevertheless, a great numher 
have still maintained their principles, and, out of 17,500 Douk¬ 
hobors in Canada, 2,500 men of military age have refused to 
go into the army or to accept any alternative Service. Among 
lIk* older people many have refused to pay taxes. A number 
have been sent to prison, where some of the younger men .were 
lied to the bars and beaten. But in this wnr the auihorities have 
tried to use indirect economic methods, rnthcr tlian such direct 


methods as imprisonment. Rowing from past experience that 
Doukhobors cannot be buUied into submission, they are now 
trying to starve them into conformity. Farmers and business 
men are fined for employing Doukhobors, and in the towns 
Doukhobors are forbidden to sell their produce 

Once again, ^e Doukhobors have managed to mainuin 
their resistance. This was largely because they have retained 
a peasant status, and still practice common ownership and com¬ 
mon work in many of their settlements, particularly among their 
most uncompromising section, the Sons of Freedom. This 
iws rendered them to a ^eat extent sclf-subsisicnt, and given 
their economic basis a resiliency which has largely nullified the 
effons of the government to conven them by removine their 
outside sources of income. Even where individual Doulioters 
or groups of Doukhobors have suffered from this discrimination, 
they have been enabled to carry on by the mutual aid practiced 
among the members of the movement. 

It is the measure of the success of the Doukhobors’ strug¬ 
gles, that a great number of them still live in settlements rua 
on anarchist communist lines, having no internal rules and 
Ignoring successfully the e.xternal laws, sharing work and pro¬ 
duce, and putting into active practice the prindple of “From 
each according to his ability, to each according to his needs.” 

We may not agree vrith the theological ideas on which the 
Doukhobors base their actions, but thev deserve our sympathetic 
attention because their life in Canada has been a living example 
of the practicability of anarchist communities, while the persis¬ 
tence of their long struggle against the Church, the State and 
war merits our admiration and support. 

Meanwhile, in Stalin’s Russia, the remainder of the Douk¬ 
hobors who stayed behind and survived the Czarisi pogroms, 
have shared in the persecutions which have been mcicd out to 
all minorities who choose to persist in their disagreement with 
the standard ways of life and thought ^wnded by the 
auihorities. Many have been shot. 7^^.^“f^non-o>opcrauon 
steadfastly refused to give up their the various 

with the State and militarism, arc Serbia- Thar 

prisons and concentration camps o , ^pp^^don to 

there peasants, who doini, staughtered 

CzarisJ authority, should once jhe tyranny 

and imprisoned is in '‘s^lf Czardom with an even 

which has replaced c^ery ,rni>nr(y<'K 

worse evil. GEORGE VTOOPCCK-K. 
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Forces Cornej o 

»eperiri®“ 

A ^bo warns the soldier of 

»bei*uJ promises of the politicians. His 

cy»*c«»Hy betrayed—don t let them pull the same trick again! 


of 1918? 


generaoon 

__ oi to-day arc preparing 

~1 Elooooo that u to follow the 
oi fto»tflitic»—and they are putting 
mc tbe smote stuffy as they did in 1918, with 
cbcir pic-crast Policies and Promises. While 
they have for five years being rcajnng com¬ 
fortable prohts, they have been sending the 
people—that is to say, you—vrho in times of 
peace may have trusted them, out to fight 
for “Freedom and Dcmocracv.” As reward 
what do they offer you? A mere pittance 
t*f * gratuity. Hut what is the economic 
futxirc you face? I wiU tcU you—Unemploy- 
nacnL, misery, hunger. 

^ For how far will thi^ i^ratmty go? Moskt 
of you will W'sixit to homes* and you will 

theu ti n d yoorsdl poouced upon by those 
sharks w'ho wiU oScr you so-caEod bargains 
ai^ win fle ece you of all that **blood money” 
^th whi^ rKc rcwaxfls you for going 

through rb^ >w»r! of war. Some of os remem- 
her die s p ee c h es promises made after the 
last war by oar statesmexu Here* 

for example is one by a leading politiesan of 
to day* Wmston Churchill: 

*^^jctory win be absolat^y barren if we 
are oot ^>lc to being oar solders quickly borne 
to active of and employ- 

meat, Wc owe k to the soldiers* whose ex- 

g y TTt'^y^T^l haVC TCXtdCT” 

od v'iccory poasUc* to make good arrange- 
ancats that w3I aj cc nrc their poskion on their 
reSxxni to -arui X cannot think 

^ thcr any qocscioo of class or trade union 
mscrests* or of vested mtexests of capital or 
of pazfy p o lk i e sp anO be allowed to stand in 
the way of a co ncerted effort by all forces in 
the n a rioc to me^ieve that resolt.” 

These were the exact words Winston 
Qttir ehig ou Xovenober 9<dv 191S. And he 
wes foDowed by tho geat wkh the flowing 
white hair, the ooe-cime ^pociflst” Tloyd 
OcorgCp who prflcd oat e v ery stop in the 
organ of oratory on Xoveod>er 2Sth, 1918: 
**What is our task?** be **To 

Britain a flt omtntry for heroes to five in. I 
am not using the word heroes in any spizk of 
twwsrmincss , but in a spirk of bnrmKi#- rceog- 


In Fraise of Attlee 

, The DjzSy Herald leceniiy quoted Bren¬ 
dan Bracken as saying; ‘Tf you ever want 
lo have a colleague who never doubts and 
who never repenis, mm to Mr. Attlee.’’ 
GmtLdier Brendan Bracken 
He keeps a ueam of press-^men. 

They never tire or slacken^ 

They are the model yes-^men; 

So he is laughing fatly 
At dl toko read Ids stories 
And dear^ undoubting Atdee^ 

So jtdthfd to the Tories. 

Iscariot repented 

And hanged Mmself in sorrazo — 

Can Attlee he prevented 
Tram sidade UHTnorrouf^ 

The anstcer can he stated 
Otdte simplyy in a sentence : 

As Bracken has related. 

The man is past repentance. 

R.R. 

WE DIDN’T SAY IT 

A * --^rr oi in ihe RA.Jr. tells me t^t 

he niii. V k tt legucstec to a s c cn ain the political 
%.cv.. ul the erks under him. App^ircntly the 
Axr Vkhsuy h very aaxioui to know ihcir 
hent before they send them overse^ij, 
w-dx:. the Army—or sbiill I Air Force. So 
who u- get out of it when the w^r 

V OcruMiny ova-, ihouid uikc i tip from 
rnr ^TsC d/und Bolshie sa they possibly can, 
ever- d they ire not- Otherwise they arc likely 
to hnd themselves in uniform ixc longer than 
thc>' ^.^rgained. 

12/3/45. 

Bol-hic ii & bh out of date, Acaxchiii seems 
U) icarc tie author*^ xziore ,.. but we are 
shocked by RtrctSl^i advice, we tbeugbt it 
w ai 3 jatriodc paper. 

N.A.A.F.I. MYSTERY 

Co int .<AAFI pr'vnu go? NAAFI 
x-ai \ the Daily Express. 

In.. -d of tpcr.dijMr ppoiflu for the cend^ of 
Scx.>-cmcn. NAAM x?.-i sonx com* 

off.iUrr refw^ jo spend d’-c srratxy ihxt 

n-> Ccrtshciici, or chc 

saoL^y inUy pcoa*vi^..r .n^ir^d- 

kxxmcUU, 22/3/45. 

SLAVE labour for RUSSIA 

Ow.-.n 

.j. (he ^mpkicack’ ^ :»>/ 

OensSap iM£dt%o£. 

A. \ *i.u .r. pnrAr.pir rcacncr. 

0**-rciuii Ani! >c>^vcit im^zcc ihii 

texO dtsgar^ rcpirii-on:, 'Yn 
\x T m i z t t mi.-> . r .t 1 ..d r 

-aid V.— cAcrzcc. 

c iUi^aTit ^^ xrdnim.^ * 

^ ^ r.... Ocf. 

ind 32- 

o* . . i:,. jx-air. hvc lO 

year^ ckpnuhng on *: pro^r^- in 


nition of the fuct. I cannot think of what 
these men went through. 1 have been there 
at the door of the furnace and witnessed it, 
but that is not being in it, and I saw those 
men march into the furnace. There arc mil¬ 
lions of men who will come back. Let us 
make this a land ht for ^uch men to live in.*' 
But remember what they did in fact come 
back to despite all Lloyd George’s and Cbur- 
chill's flow'cry promises—Unemployment, mis¬ 
ery* hunger. But it is up to you. Your 
fathers fought for a better country, a better 
w'Ofid; and they were let down. See to it 
you arc not fooled as they were. You have 
seen how the politicians got away wnlth it 
before, with their promises of housing, small 
holdings, full employment, better conditions— 
they think they con get away wkh it again! 

The miners were given all kinds of pro¬ 
mises—shorter hours, more pay and main- 
tenanee of demobilized and unemployed 
miners. The government even promised in 
waiting to stand by the recommendations of 
the Sankey Commission. But they didn't. 
The miners were let down in January of the 
first peace year, 1919- 

So k is plain enough to sec how the politi¬ 
cians whom you trusted have lied, deceived, 
and fought behind your backs. And how 
thekConscription has tricked you! You have 
been used as tools for cheap, sweated and 
forced labour, and used to break your fellow 
workers' strikes. But you couldn't kick wkh- 
out finding yourselves in the glasshouse, to be 
bullied by the thugs of Democracy. Remem¬ 
ber the Chatham incident in 1943, when one 
of your comrades, Clayton, was brutally kick¬ 
ed to death by three killer sergeants? But 
the time is coming when you will be in a suit 
oC civvies, a time when all should use their 
owna initiative and show that you can also 
fight for youn^lvcs. I address this not. only 
to those wrho, like myself, are old enough to 
remember what happened after the last war, 
hot also to those who have grown up since. 
These l a tt er must equip themselves with the 
cxpcnence of their fathers* generation so that 
they can meet the present and forthcoming 
poltical skuadon- 

••OLD TIMER.” 
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'JpHIS book is of some imporance to those 
wishing to acquire a more dcailed account 
of the underlying causes of the present coal 
crisis. Though a little dated (it akes one up 
to the early part of 1944) it is in substance the 
most up-io-daic indictment of the private owncr- 
shio of the coal-mines that exists. With pre- 
dsion and care, Margot Heincmann builds up 
a damning case against the owners. The ad¬ 
ministration comes in for some pretty hard 
blows* and the greater portion of responsibility 
for the serious position of coal is laid at its 
doors. The mis-management and self-interest 
of the owners, coupled with the Government’s 
complete lack of foresight, are considered to be 
the main causes of the coal crisis. On the 
question of the shortage of manpower, it is 
shown that, in spite of unemployment existing 
in the coal-fields right up to the outbreak of the 
present war, a shortage of miners is acutely felt; 
and that, on top of this, “the number of miners 
in the industry is falling (and will continue to 
fall unless something is done to arrest the trend) 
by 20.000 to 30,000 every year-r-thai is, every 
vear the industry loses by death, sickness and 
old age, men producing 8 to 9 million ions of 
coal, who^ services it is failing to replace.” 

Dealing with the successive causes of the coal 
crisis, the Foster Committee Report, July 1942, 
is quoted as a terrible indictment of the whole 
organisation and record of the industry since 
the last war. Countering the allegations of the 
owners that absenteeism and strikes arc mainly 
responsible for the coal problem, it is pointed 
out that absenteeism is no higher in mining than 
in any other industry. In faa, the coal owners 
and M.P.s arc amongst the sodal groups that 
show the highest percentages of absenteeism! 
Strikes, while only amounting to 2 shifts per 
man per year, continue to grow: ‘‘the majority 
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have been either about local wage matters or 
against penalties imposed by State zn 2 chincry'\ 
On this issue, however, Margot Heincmann 
naively discloses the strike-breaking tacacs of 
Will Lawiher, etc., and the (then) Mineworkers’ 
Federauon. Wages, conditions underground, 
the dangers to life and health flwePthe question 
of compensation are all treated with great sym¬ 
pathy and remarkable understanding of the 
miners’ attitude. In turn, mechanisation and 
concentration in relation to productivity are ex¬ 
amined, demonstrating thereby yet further oppo¬ 
sition by the owners and bungling by the Gov¬ 
ernment in the process. The coal owners in 
politics, the mine owners in Parliament and 
their stranglehold on the National Press arc ex¬ 
posed to the light of day! Clearly, the influ¬ 
ence of those who rake in profits from the sweat, 
blood, toil and tears of the mining community 
is exemplified in the Government in all the 
various departments that create public opinion; 
in faa it is the key to the entire profit-making 
system in this country. Taking a cue from 
Shakespeare, we are tempted to cry: Daniel 

has come to judge”, but as in “TTie Merchant 
of Venice” .^^^gol Heincmann, the Porda of 
the Labour Research Dept., rums the tables on 
us poor Shylodcs. Enthusiastically agreeing 
with the analysis, we anxiously await the solu¬ 
tion and are confronted by—after indicting, con¬ 
demning, criticising and exposing the aaual role 
of the Government — Nationalisation! State 
Ownership! Governmental Control! The same 
Government that has been largely responsible 
for the disastrous and terrible position of coal 
produaion, the mouthpiece of the bosses, the 
political weapon of the owners of capital is 
seriously offered as the only means whereby 
justice may be obtained at last for the miners, 
and the coal crisis finally solved. This would 
no doubt be made more cffcaivc by the addition 
of more Labour la\vycr-poliricians to the Gov¬ 
ernmental form of control. Nationalisation! 
This panacea for all ills, that is so often and 
increasingly called for by the Left (and some 
sections of the Right) is nothing more nor lew 
than control by amateurs. This is clearly indi¬ 
cated by the list of Controllers that were at 
one lime set up by the Government. Apart 
from the Controller General, Lord Hyndley, 
until that time Direaor of Powell^ Duffryn 
Assoc. Collieries, Guest Keen and Neitlefol^, 
and the Bank of England; the Production Direc¬ 
tor, Mr. Charles Reid, formerly direaor of the 
Fife Coal Co.; the Labour Direaor, Mr. J. 
Armstrong, formerly of the Scottish Mine- 
workers’ Union—apart from these worthies, what 
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"IGNORANCE NO EXCUSE" 

When evidence was being given about ration 
books in a case at the Old Bailey lo-day, the 
Common Sergeant, Mr. H. L. Beaxley, asked 
2S4r. H. J. Hamblen, prosecuting counsel, “Have 
you seen a ration book:'” 

Mr. Hamblen: I have never seen one. 

The Judge: Neither have I. 

Mr. Hamblen: And certainly never a clothing 
coupon. 

Later the judge asked a witness if one could 
get so mu ch tea a week. He also asked: “What 
arc personal points? and when the witness said, 
“Sweets," the judge replied; “Oh! yes. Very 
personal.” 


REMAND HOMES 

Mr. Morrison, reply¬ 
ing to Adml. Sir Wil¬ 
liam James (Cons.), 
said that at the end of 
January SSS boys and 
girls were reported to 
be in remand homes 
awaiting vacancies in 
approved schools and 
60 boys and 33 girls 
reported to be awaiting vanandes on bail. 

The number of children and young persons 
committed to remand homes for not more than 
a month under the Children and Young Persons 
Aa had recently averaged 40 per month. 

Dai/y Telegraph, 10/3/45. 



A NICE ENGLISH FAMILY 

“We live bombs here. We have had bombs 
for breakfast, bombs for lunch, bombs for tea 
and dinner for six years now. Wc breathe bombs 
and dream about bombs.” 

The speaker was Mrs. Molly Wallis, pleasant- 
faced, grey-haired wife of 57-year-old Barnes 
Neville Wallis, designer of Britain’s latest bomb, 
the ten-tonner. 

He was also the designer of the spedal bombs 
with which the late Wing Commander Guy Gib¬ 
son breached the Mohne Dam, and the earth¬ 
quake bomb which sank the Tirpiiz. 

Evening Standard, 15/3/45. 



INDUSTRIAL ETHICS 

An Imperial Chemical Industries worker sends 
me the in/ormation that a large poster now ap¬ 
pears on the walls of his works building demand¬ 
ing “Aid for China, the first victim of aggres- 
sion.” 

This is a notable conversion- 

Lord McGowan, head of the I.C.I., admitted 
to a Royal Commission in 1935 that his firm 
r^ad supplied certain spadaliiies to Japan which 
’Acre used in the invasion of Manchuria. The 
proce^ continued for several subsequent years. 

Would it noc be a fine gesture to our Allies 
A Ijrtc McGowan gave u> the “Aid for China” 
I'und any profits he had xTiade from the sale of 
to Japan? 

Michael Foot in Daily Herald, ^j/2/^S. 
ail very wcU, but supposing he goes 
und fields the Axis rhe profits he's making 

on China a:- well? 
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>uuabk capaaty. 

OiiUy Mod, n/y^$, 

yu. Smith iMi 3 privilc iotettsi in his wile 
and kids i»( be has been seni to hght some¬ 
where in Italy. Like the Duke he would 
have prcicrred to be in Europe alter ibc 
ngbdng had ceased. 


ALL THIS AND BEVIN TOO 

Service men and women 
who have not found a job 
by the lime their 56 days’ 
release leave has expired 
will be direaed to posts 
by the Ministry of Labour. 

This is the high-light 
of leaures on demobilis¬ 
ation procedure which 
have been given recently 
at various commands to men and women leav¬ 
ing the Services. ... 

Even married women w'ho exercise their right 
of immediate release, these Icaurers say, will 
probably be directed to pari-iimc work if they 
have nothing to do when ihcir 56 days are up. 

Daily mMail, 1/S/'\S, 

LAPSE INTO HONESTY 

Secretary ol State Siciiinius is still red-faced 
over the g 4 iitc he made at Mexico City, when he 
i^aid in a speech: “TTtc United States looks 
upon Mexico as a country which we are proud 
to Call our own.” 

Dipinmais gasjsed, and a .Mexican rcprescnia- 
iivc murmured, jocularly: * Annexaiionr Sici* 
unim later subuiiuicd the word “friend” for 
“own” m coi/ies lor Prv .. 

Daily Mail, 

TRAITORS TO FASCIST 
PORTUGAL 

l )f. I MU Supico Pii»i». Portuguevc Minister 
lor i* onomy, addre ang the newly-formed 
< i,rp.,;auvc Tjamual CA)uncil, in Lisbon, said 
lii-i lirnam bad guaranteed to «end Portugal 
u>4'i. oi coal yesterday. 

Portugal would have to fetch for herself the 
other 42<i ior*L reserved for iicr by the cx- 
pficung naioiis if her rallway^; ckariciiy plant 
ar.i c her v ^-nual industries were not to run 
of iwvh he adikU; according to Reuter. 

Star, mZ-iS. 

A (^ridin magisiraie, addressing Durham 
Bevin Hoys who had Taken a fortnight's 
boli^y over ChriiUnai, iaid they were 
■'trailon> lo ihcir country’'. Ol courie, it 
would r^er do to cut down on the supplies 
lor fasdsi industry. 


THERE AIN'T NO JUSTICE 

Inspector Wheal, of the West End Central 
police station, was commended by Mr. J. B. 
Sandbach, K.C., at the Marlborough-street 
court to-day, for securing the arrest of an Army 
deserter who had been using the disc^rge 
papers of a man now lying dangerously ill m 
hospital. He also recommended the inspccior 
for a reward. 

Delis Pietro Cappucini, 20, British-bom son 
of a cafe proprietor in Sc. Alban’s-place, Hay- 
market, admitted in court that he had run away 
because he objeaed to wearing any uniform 
w'hatever. . . 

He was charged with stealing by Unding the 
identity card. Army discharge certificate and tw’o 
holiday scheme cards belonging to an cx-^ldier. 

Cappucini was sentenced to one month’s hard 
labour for the ihcli and ordered to be handed 
to an escort on completion of the sentence. 

Evening Standard, 8/3/45. 

Our comrade John Olday, the cartoonist, 
got one year for stealing by finding an 
identity card only. 

BRAZIL WITHDRAWS 
"I.Alal" 

.V1KXK;0 city, Sunday.—The Bra'^iUon dele- 
gau at ihc Inter-American Conference has 
pledged Brazil to amend her constitution to in¬ 
clude the right to strike. He w'ithdrcw an objec- 
lion 10 this right in a Labour Charter of the 
A merica s.—Reuter. 

Daily Express, 5/3/45. 
Our poor Brazilian brothers don’t enjoy the 
blessings of having a Socialist and Trade 
Unionist as Minister of Labour, evidently. 

SAME methods 

The American Government is under no obli¬ 
gation to redeem “invasion money,” the Treasury 
Deparuncni announces. Invasion currency, it is 
explained, is issued under the authority of the 
Government of the country in which it is dis¬ 
bursed and becomes part of that country’s cur¬ 
rency. News Chronicle, 15/3/45. 

That is what the Germans did in occupied 
countries but they were accused of being 
thieves and of causing inflation. 


do we find? Thai ah the regiocnai 
were “amateur coal-men”, for they conv.-icJ oi 
a company oircaor, a lawyer, an cx-Larviur 
.MJP., the Chairman of the Central Price Regu¬ 
lation Committee, a Trades Uniun u 

County Council Clerk, a railway goods manager 
and an ex-icchnical adviser to a Regional Com¬ 
missioner. Men like these would no doubt be 
chosen as the managers of the s c h eme for ihe 
proposed State-owned mines. The dangers of a 
bureaucracy* arc encountered by .Margot Heine- 
man with “ . . . nor could the most soallevs 
bureaucracy surpass the inhumaniiy with which 
the miners have been treated by ihcir employers, 
or the disastrous results of this policy”. Wc 
miners as a whole arc the most convinced oppo¬ 
nents of the private owxiership of the mines, but 
there is an cvcr-incrcasing number of us who 
are sceptical of the statement that State Control 
is a sure guarantee of a square deal for the 
mine-workers. State-planning and dictates from 
above will nev'er of themselves produce one 
dram of coal. Reducing the miners to mere 
cogs in the wheel, incorporating the miners* 
unions more fully into the State apparatus, 
compelling these Unions to carry out the func¬ 
tions of watch-dogs of the workers and dispen¬ 
sers of “benefits”, relentlessly crushing, break¬ 
ing, bending all to its centrally conceived plan 
which must be adhered to in spite of the cost— 
it seems sanrtzins one could still produce 
coal at all under such conditions. Russia to-day 
being the supreme example of nationalisauon, 
our Russophilcs point in a spirit of religious 
fervour to the achievements of the nadonajised 
industries of the U.S.S.R. Miners recall, how¬ 
ever, the accounts of Siakhanovism and its con¬ 
sequences, and know the terrible cost in human 
lives and suffering. Wc have gained knowledge 
from the experience of the Russian workers and 
have sought for and found another path for our 
cmandpadon. Private ownership is di^iiegmi- 
ing before our very eyes, wc are to-day witness¬ 
ing the death-throes of its existence, and in the 
teeth of those w'ho, as an ahemaiivc, cry “State 
Control”, we throw our challenge of “Workers’ 
Control! TJie .Mines controlled by ihe miners!” 
At this the ‘Left’ is amazed and aghast, for their 
whole philosophy is based on the assumption 
that it is impossible for the free combinadon of 
w'orkers, by hand and brain, to possess the 
ability to control effeedvely that by which they 
live. And yet, curiously enough, they endow 
the w’orkers with suflidcnc w'isdom to choose 
their would-be rulers. Woikcrs’ Control means 
the direa representation of the workers in the 
industry. The organisadon of induscy by the 
producers themselves and the direcdon of the 
work by commiiiccs consisdng of delegates' 
directly responsible to the workers. The organ¬ 
isadon of the count’s total produaion by the 
industrial and agricultural alliances, and the 
organisadon of consumpdon by the federauon 
of Coundls of Labour. This is no idle dream 
or Utopia; it has been done! Wc have the 
concrete examples of the Spanish workers* col- 
lecdves during the Civil War of 1936-39. The 
Workers’ Control of the Health, Gas, Transport 
and Public Amusement services arc among the 
most outstanding successes of the Barcelona 
workers. The texule and wood industries were 
particularly successful, but it was in agriculture 
that the most inspiring examples of workers* col- 
lea^satiqa wcrc us. There docs exist a 

' pracDcal altemadve to Nadonalisadon in Work¬ 
ers’ Control. Ignoring the main theme and ob- 
jea of Britain's Coal, which by now you may 
realize to be a plea for nadonalisadon, this book 
should be read, digested thoroughly and discuss- 
'ed by everyone. I readily recommend it to all 
who seek infonnadon on the coal problem. It 
is unforrunaie that an otherwise useful piece of 
work should be marred by a rigid adherence to 
the “Panv line”. 

TOM CARLILE. 


POLICE ETERNAL 

Liie in Cologne now, under the Allied Mili¬ 
tary Government: 

Fixger-pkixts.—R egiscradon of all the peo¬ 
ple—about 100,000—^in progress; and, wth the 
help of German police, finger-prints of every¬ 
body are being taken. 

Nezss Chronicle, 17/3/45. 
When the Germans invaded France the 
French police collaborated with them in 
keeping the French people down. Now the 
German police collaborates wi± the Allies. 
Moral: The police are always on the win¬ 
ning side. If you want a s^e job become 
a policeman. If you want to be arrested 
under Fascist, Communist and Democratic 
governments alike, become an anarchist. 

LIBERTY. FRATERNITY . . . 
EQUALITY! 

The last dme I saw Paris was in October. 

The living condidons were bad. To-day they 
are infinitely worse. 

In the shop windows are scraps of silk lingerie 
(at £25 a piece) and orchids from hoi houses 
where 200,000 plants use one ton of coal daily. 

But the people’s grates are coalless and the food 
situadon is appalling for those who cannot 
afford to buy in the Black Market. 

Evening Standard, S/3/45. 

OUR WAR 

Fires w'cre started in 
the Emperor of Japan’s 
palace by the biggesi-cvcr 
raid by Su^-Fortresses 
on Tokio, said a Japanese 
broadcast. It blazed for 
17 hours. 

The Imperial stables 
were also set ablaze, and 
the fires in the “Son of 
Heaven’s” capital were 
described by Brig.-Gen. 
Thomas S. Pow’er, who commanded the raid, as 
the most speaacular sight he had seen. 

He circled over the burning dty for tw'o hours 
while the last squadrons poured their final in¬ 
cendiaries into the only bladt patch whidi re¬ 
mained in the fiery target area. 

“Whole seaors were raging seas of flames,” 
General Pow'er said. 

Smoke rose to a height of 18,000 feet, and at 
least 15 square miles of crow’ded Totio was 
scarred by the raid. 

Sunday Empire Nccds, 11/3/45. 

Lest our readers forget: the raid was not 
carried out by sadistic huns but by civilized, 
Christian, democratic Americans. 

WHILE MILLIONS DIE 

Beauty parades, strip-teasers in night dubs, 
garbling in sumptuous casinos, steaks at £2 lOs. 
a time, ai^ chinchilla capes at £10,000 arc some 
of the delights for holiday-makers at Miami fltus 
winter, says B.17J?. ' " 

Sunday Dispatch, 11/3/4S. 
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1 r , .ioj,jn comrades, .Marie Louise 
ik' ;i Richards , John Hewetson, Vernon 
and Philip Sansom appeared for 

v:. -'d lime in Marylehone Police Coun 
, ; M=Tvh vth NCr. Anthony Hawke ap¬ 
peared iur the PinMor of Public Prosecu- 
uQO». .Mr t'terald Kuiledpc of Smilhdale 
Kiiriedisc & Co. for the four comrades am 
.Mr. Snell was the magistrate. 

Mr. Hawke, prosecuting stated that alt 
4 defendant' are in\-olved in the charge of 
t^onspimT to Lontrarcoc Regulation 39 of 
the IVlen^c Kcgulauoos, which, you will 
remember, is the regulation which makes it 
an cafence to cndcav-our to spread disatlcc- 
Doo aiming persons in H..M. Scrsiccs, or 
basing on one’s possession documents whose 
utsscmination might tend to do this. There 
arc spcalic charges against Dr. Hcweison 
and .Mr. 6: Mrs. Richards, of having in their 
possession such a document, and also with 
cndcas-ounng to create disafleciion. The 
charge against .Mr. Sansom, the fourth dc- 
leatiwt, only ol having in his possession 
such a documcnL 

iMr. Richards is the registered proprietof 
ol a business called kxpress Printer*— 
registered on 3rd December 1943 (tjoiic a 
modem creauon). .Mrs. Richards is the 
manageress of that business—she so regis¬ 
tered under the Natioiul Scnicc Act. 

Dr. Hewetson carries on a publishing 
business at 27 Bclsize Road. He is the 
registered proprietor of that business— 
registered on 6ih December 1943 lo*" pwplc 
called freedom Pras, pubbshers ol U ar 
C0mK:fnttsry, printed by Express Printers. 
Described—^K) doubt nghUy—as the offi¬ 
cial organ ot the anarchist movement.. 

.Mr. Hawke then quoted from the box which 
appeared in the top nghi hand comer of the 
trom page ol ihc .Nox-eoibcr llth issue of tt or 
C'oMJ««iuar>’< in which ii » suted among other 
uungs that ‘'we oppose aU meams e/ mMnnunmg 
cLuf-divulcd society, parliamcni, the legal ryt- 
um, the «wied forees and the Church. All 
lucM mattert are exprtfiiMis pf the State tclnch 
only exuts to protect the uaeretts pf the mmpr- 
uy . .Sir. Hawice went on, “Anybo^’ is entiUed 
to bold such opuuons if they wish. It is not 
part cd this case to atucfc in any way such 
opinions, 'lliey may possibly, for all 1 know, 
be the aosw'cr 10 all our problems. If it is 
sought by disseminaung such opimons with the 
advice to persons in HAl. Services to hold on 
to their weapons to enforce those opinions on 
the commuBity by violence if necessary, that 
does 01 course become objectionable, and that is 
UK reason tor these procxedings bei^ brought. 





%Vhat is Auurchifijiu ? 

CcTziinucd from p. 1 

l iac Udoncs in each industry will he organised 
into regkonai and national icderacions, lor the 
purpose ol co-ordinaung productioo^ and in 
uTiicr to co-ordmaie the various industries there 
Hill ri: a gcx^eral ie<krack>n of industries. Dis* 
:nbaucn Hill be undertaken by syndicaies of 
.usuibuuTc workers, who will run the stores 
iTom Hiuch goods will be disinbuted to the 
peopk. Public services, like teaching and medi- 
one, will be undertaken by the s>'ndicaics of 
icacners, doaors, nurses, etc., and such munid- 
pai scTHiccs as are necessary w’lU be undertaken 
cy local communes, which will also be federated 
regiocally and naiMinally in the manner as 

the synoicates. None ol the regional or national 
lederaDoos wril be vested with any authority— 
they ynh be merely organisations for voluntary 
co-oTGinaQon and the transmission of informa- 
uoo. 

V* ith the ending of a property society, the 
state and all its appendages will vanish. A 
tree society where there arc no sesited in¬ 
terests ^til have no need of parliaments, codes 
ol law, police, armies, etc., all of which are 
mtended to preserse property rights. The 
workers ihemsclvcs can be left to deal with 
any people who attempt to interfere with 
thetr liberties, once the> have gained them. 

Anoiber coosequenoe ol the abolition of pro¬ 
perly will be die ending ol the money and wages 
systems, winch have been among the most chec- 
DT^ wa-ans of Oppressing the people in the past, 
lusteaa of money, goods will be distributed to 
people who need them, and there will be no 
aVLch^h, at the impossible task ol assessing the 
qj-inury ol food given out by the amount or 
quality of work dcoc by the reapienL Once 
the increase in production has been expedited, 
me prinapJc of “From each according to his 
to cich according to his needs,” will be 

applied 

Evolution of Freedom 

As gr^ryhigrr. is qq the bchcf in a con* 

lisually cvohnng scoecy, it is impossible to 
an y biuc print for society once freedom 
hes been achieved. The centralised, large-scale 
*«jcms ol rn.Aikgtnaf Organisation will probably be 
ivjcjowea Dy a great deoentrahsation of function 
ana ad^mnistratioci, a breaking into smaller func- 
uoBal an:l communal groups, and the break-up 
td xht factory system, as well as a closer inie- 
granon be t ween town and country are likely, 
hut first the rerohitkxi must be made and the 
present means of produccioQ taken over by the 
sy ndiraies and developed by the workers. 

This is a pencMi when the old social forms 
when forms of power arc 
when the State itself seems to be 
nwaniiy towards the chaos of a new 
®l hrutalir> and wont. It is for the 
^ their power now to destroy 

***T"~** ^ — the property which it protects, 
^ in their place not another edifice 

wader the guise of •*rcvoliJtionar> 
*wrorl^rs‘ sMe/* hut the free 
> • in which alone justice 
^ d4c«cmuiw the lives of men and 
i ^ freedom to a stage 

d hnppuscs* for all men which 

P«»«ibtc in the in«>dcni 



TTic ('irfiiliir I,fffcr 

' ll oinK lo ihc notice of the aiithorino^ ihit 
certain ckKunKOti were being ciroilatcd, and 
particularly a cirailar Idler dared (X^tober 25rh, 
1*144 which formed ihe subiect of the charge. 
!i 1 $ quite a long letter. I mil refer to certain 
uis*^ges only"*. Mr. Hawke declared that this 
ircular was addressed to ‘‘Dear Comrade"" and 
id\n$ed rcapicnis—quite properly—to attend 
Icaurt groups and discussion groups and said 
*Stiih discusswn groups menitondd ahovt may 
form iht hosts of future soldurs* cottneUs. It ts 
fxpdcted that an artuU xnii appoar skcrtly m 
ir,C. on soidters* and workers* councUs. One 
of the most important questums u that of the 
action of soldiers* councils w a revolutionary 
situaswn\ 

The Police Raids 

Enquiries were made, and on E>eccinber 12th, 
ccruin addresses were visited in Belsizc Road, 
Eton Place, Willow Road and Whitechapel 
High Street, Nothing of any importance was 
found at the last-named adiirets. Inspector 
Whitehead visited BcUize Road and saw Mr. & 
Mrs. Richards, llierc was a large quantity of 
pamphlets and books there. Among them were 
20 copies of the arcular letter dated October 
25ih, 1944 and a hst of members of the Forces 
with the words ‘mid-Nov. sent’ against them. 

That clearly referred to the faa that the mid- 
November IT'ar CamfPien/ars' had been sent to 
them. The police also found a ke>’ for the front 
door of 7, Camden Studios which had been 
occupied by Sansom. I'wo copies of the circu¬ 
lar letter were found at the private address of 
Dr. Hewetson and a number of membership 
forms were found at Eton Place. 

“It was s;atcd in the dreuiar letter—continued 
Mr. Hawke—that 'an article xriii appear sk<trtly 
m PT.C. OH soldiers' and trorkers* couneds'^ 1 
must refer you lo issues of ITar Commentary 
which follow—found in such widely vhstnbuted 
places of miliury aciiviiy as Lxamington, Derby 
and the Orkney Islands”. Mr. Hawke suted 
that certain rcxoluuonary potenuahties w-erc 
meniKMied in an article m ITar Cp»iiiioiiar>' cn- 
mled “People in Arms” mth regard to France, 
Greece and Belgium and were inherent in the 
general situation. Part of it read 'It it the duty 
of all anarchists to urge the Hxsrkcrs eNer>*wrhcrc, 
as Connolly did the Irish w ork er s ol the Otixen 
Army, to hold on to thdr arms. While the 
people have weapons in their hands GoN^em- 
ments are weak". This suggests—continued Mr. 
Hawke to any person who has a rifle to hold 
on to it to enforce his opinions by means of 
that rifle.” 

Referring to the issue of IT^ir Commentary 
dated 25ih November, 1944, Mr. Hawke qixxcd 
from the ardcie “Wooers Struggle in Belgium” 
in which it is suted: “We are emphatically on 
the other side, that of the armed wxxkcrs. And 
we repeat again what we said in our last issue— 
‘Hold on to your nfles!’.** 

He also iWerred to the articles by Michael 
Peterson “All Power to the Soncu” from which 
he read long extracts dealing w^ith the siruation 
in Germany in 1917, and the Aiutiny in the 
Navy. This issue w-as found in several camps 
and seemed to be obviously, in the submission 
of the Prosecution, for the purpose ol causing 
disaflection- There were spe^c charges against 
Mr. & Mrs. Richards and Dr. Hewetson as 
being mainly responsible. 

The Case Against Sansom 

Mr. Hawke then went on to deal with the 
prosecution’s case aga^t Philip Sansom. The 
police visited his studio on December 30th and 
found 10 copies of the circular letter. On Jan¬ 
uary 16ih Philip Sansom was taken by Inspector 
Whitehead to West Hampstead Police Sution 
and shown the documents found at his flat. He 
was asked if he could explain bow they came to 
be there. “He admitted sending out^ circulars 
to which I have called your attention”. 

These are the facts—continued Mr. Hawke 
and submitted that the case should be sent u> 
the Central Criminal Court. 

Witnesses Called 

The first witness to be called by the prosecu¬ 
tion was Captain John Macauley,.Pioneer Corps, 
The Castle, Lancaster. 

Pros .—On December 13ih last in the course 
of a kit inspection did you find in the kit of Pte. 
Taylor a copy of VTar Commentary dated 25ih 
November 1944, 2 circular letters dated 2Sth 
October 1944, and ITor Commeruary dated 1st 
November and llth November? 

Caps. AlacauJey .—I did. 

Cross examined by Mr. Rutledge, witness 
stated that the search of the company’s kit was 
conducted on instructions from higher authority. 
Taylor was not present when he searched his 
kit. It Has a snap inspection following the 
search of the men’s persons. He had to take 
away such documents as he was instruaed. He 
was not instruaed to take away copies of the 
Sew Leader and the Sew Statesman, Nor did 
he take away a biblc or Mrs. Bceton’s Cookery 
Book. He made the search in company with 
other oflicers. He did not receive instructions 
that Taylor was to be kept under observation. 
He made no report on any man. He reported 
his search on its conclusion. All the articles 
taken were retained and so far as he knew none 
had been returned. He further suted that the 
same procedure was gone through with Pte. 
Pontin. 

Pte. Taylor was then called into the witness 
box and in answer to questions put to him by 
the Prosecution said that he had received both 
ITtfr Commentary and the Circular Letter from 
the Freedom Press. He subscribed to VTar 
Commentary. 

Cross examined by Mr. Rutledge, Pie. Taylor 
suted that the issue of ITor Commentary refer¬ 
red to was the second be had received, but he 
had seen VTar Commentary several times. He 
was not invited to ioin; he ioined on his oh*d. 
On the I3ih December his kit was inspeaed 
but he was noc present at the time. 

Afr. Rutledge .—Is there anything you have 
read in any issue of War Commentary or the 
circular letter w’hicJi has aifeaed your service 
as a soldier, or yotu discipline? (Mr. Hawke 
inicrvcncd at this point to objea to the question, 
but the t^icoion was not upheld by the magis- 
iraie). 

Pte. Taylor.—So. I am mainly interested in 
the Freedom Theatre. 

Pie. Pontin was called and admitted to re¬ 
ceiving War Commentary from the Freedom 
Press. Cross examined he said “Tm a sub¬ 
scriber to War Commentary. I have been for 
1 t hink , over a year. Nothing I have read in 
Miy issue or any circular letter from Freedom 


Pres9 hai altectea my service a • 

haw !HiNcribtd fiv wenr timr a fh-r v 
! tader^. 

Ilic pixwrcufion nrxi ctJk>il »t. 7>- 

Walter Conley, Non (kmbatam I, 

ing;on to state that he had a ^ ^ 

sp^ason and had found in the kn ot T . 

Donald the circular letter in QiicsiK>n He a Is?'' 
found in the kjt of Pie Ruby a copy of is s- 
Commeniary dated 25th November Crew ex¬ 
amined he said ’"This search w*s nec a snap »- 
H^cction. It wa* made on iroau 

higher authority I was mmucted lo Iah 
partyT^^iar doa:m«ts—che exhiiw I have jm 
seen and the rircitlaf kwr. I look away ^ 
ocher paper called the Bulktm MacLVnakd 

and Ruby wrre presejic at the ^-r^rch cm their 
re5pectiTe tots.” 

Pte. M.;.*IVmId looked at the copy ol the 
circular letter ^nd ‘ I think 1 got th^ fren 
the Free^m Press“ He b^d read the tnut 
of War Cnmmentarv in que* "n. He bad a 
fnend cslicd Ruhr and thouxht that he had 
giVen hts copy ol that numbw of IT^ Com¬ 
mentary to him. 

Joined of His ()"n Volition 

Cross examined. Pte MacDonald said that he 
had been a subscriber to UTor (Commentary nnor 
May 1944 and joined of his own volition He 
was present when his kit was searched. beveraJ 
things were taken besides the arcular letter in¬ 
cluding one or iH-o Scottish papers, a copy of 
the Seots Socuilut and others, the titles of which 
he OHild not remember “I"vc received W’-rr 
Commentary regularly up to the day of the 
search 2 days aficr the search I was called to 
my C.O s office ami asked to open a copy ami 
hand it to him, which I did ” Pte. MacDonald 
admitted lo having been inter vic - a ^ by Insp. 
Whitehead on IRth or 19ih December. 

Mr. Rutledge .—you remember any ques 
Hons asked by Inspector Whitehead? 

Pte. AfjcDoao/tf.—>Vci. 

At (his point the Magistrate intervened to 
question the necessity for such cloac questioning 
especially since this case wx>ulJ probably be sent 
on—‘This Court it only a Cleanng House,” he 
.said, but Mr. Rutledge asked to be allowed to 
carry on with the cross examination. 

.^fr. Rutledge to Pte. MacDonald.—Did In¬ 
spector Whitehead ask you if you bciicvad that 
there should be olficcrs in the army? 

P/e. MacDonald.—Yet, I replied that I did 
not Agree with the idea that there should noc be 
officers. 

Air. Rutledge .—Did Inspector Whitehead say 
mat it was ‘in order* for you to read War Com- 
menury? 

Pte. MacDonald, —Yes. 

Mr, Rutledge -—Did Inspector Wbiiehcad say 
‘That is what wc are fighting for, the Freedom 
of the Press’? 

Pte, MacDonald. —Yet. 

Mr, Rutledge .—Has anything yo have read 
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In amwer to a qursuon by Mr P 
per Ward cssd “Noihmz I 
( mentary nr aov 
Press has a/fraeJ my Any a 

Ke-rcamined by Mr Hmne ' 

say you held such news ^ ^ 

Cammentary before hn^ m It uvh ••***■ Fjw^ 
Jom Press. Don meac that 

you read met sHih ytw appiwaH Cohn ^ 
enswtrtd “I sroukdn’t say category— 
esrerything I read m thoae anicies had ssy ap¬ 
proval.” 

It sras then I pjn and the magiftraie 
ed the caae uniil the foltowing Pnday. 

16th. Bail seas agam allowed for Mr A Mr^ 
Richards and Dr Hcwetaoei- In Plfthp Sair- 
sofn't caae Inspector Whitehead abseemd 9n bmu 
being altowed. On hmif askeJ for a 
Inspector Whitehead icfcmrd ta a 
made to hun on January 15th by 
he ta alirgird to have tohi Inspector Wbiieheau 
that he srouid make it harder Icc hn neat mat 
and suice it had theti taken the Inapccicr ta 
sreeks to find Sansom he did noc c h m k Sa nsom 
would turn up ax the nexi heanxsg if »t 
granted. At tha there spcre cues of “Oh f 
Uh!” from the crowded public gallery of the 
court. 

The magiscrate suggested tsvo soretsea in £500 
each and two friends of the acetaed came for- 
svmrd to ofler themselves m that suos . But as 
they declined to take the oath, though they were 
quite prepared to afinn, the Magistrate refused 
to accept them. 


SiurvuUon In Europe 


IF wc stress the suflenngs of dvil populatiotis 
* in this war, it is because, as Anarchists, we 
place ourselves on the side of the oppressed in 
sodciy, the “common people’* for whose welfare 
the poiitiaans show' no concern at all. VC'e hve 
m an age w^herem the possihihcy ol material 
nehes IS greater than ever before; but it is 
aououul u misery and suxlering have ever before 
reached such overwhelming proporuons. Never 
oelorc was the dillerencc oetween govemmcnis 
promises and their pcrlormance more glarmg, 
me contrast between their declared aims and 
meir actual deeds more shameless or hypocriti¬ 
cal. Ail over ihe continent ol Europe to-day 
{10 say nothing ol India, or China) the popula- 
uons arc stnoten and desperate, while me gov¬ 
ernments of the great powers exhibit the inerua 
ol moilicrencc, and complacently allow mdivT- 
uuais and groups, outraged by the sulterings in- 
liiaed by war upon their Allies, to make sug- 
gesuons tor relict (which they ignore); or im¬ 
potent attempts at pnvate rcliel (which they 
more or less openly oOstrua). The plight oi 
the people m France provides an illustrauon of 
mis callous inaction. 

Star\'atiou and Cold 

Ever since D-day reports on the condition ol 
the French people have been pubhshed in this 
country. Durmg the German Occupation, ot 
course, a scrv’^iie press wtis only too anxious to 
puDlisti the trum about food shortage. Bui 
attcr “liberauon”, too much sympathy with the 
French was evidently deemed unsuitaole by out 
rulers, for numerous reports of the well-filled 
storehouses, healthy faces, etc., appeared in the 
press. Perhaps it is not a comdoence that these 
reports w*ere issued at a time when the people ot 
I'rance, haring driven out the occupation torces, 
were showing the greatest initiative, and there¬ 
fore making difficult the reinstatement of a 
French government under de Gaulle. For gov¬ 
ernment always requires an inert population 
whose only function is to obey the functionaries 
ot the :>tate. Be that as it may, the attempt to 
play down the food shortage in France has con- 
unued more or less till the present. 

However, it is becoming dearer as more and 
more repons are brought back by observers from 
France, that there is a very senous shortage of 
lood and also of fueL A leading medical 
journal, the Lances, for example, has recently 
puolished two arudes on the subjea. The 
water points out that there arc gross incquali- 
ucs in the distribution of the available food and 
this is admitted in offidal publications. The 
prcNTilence of black market methods make it in- 
eviuble that those who have money are able to 
supplement their oflidal rauons. Fhe increase 
m tuberculosis is specucularly higher among 
children of workers than among professional 
men, aril servants, culuvators, etc. fhe Lancet 
winter declares that “the ordinary manual worker 
is in every respea w^orsi otf.” He tells how 
because ot the lack of fuel, the hospiuls are 
overfilled with *^old people suflering from cold, 
fatigue and respiratory atfeaions.” 

Undoubtedly an iroponant cause of the food 
shortage in France w^as the German Occupation. 
Enormous amounts of food were demanded both 
for the maintenance of the occupying army and 
for export to Germany. But with the driN^ing 
out ot the Nazi administration, these large 
amounts should have become available for the 
French people. No doubt the sabotage and 
destruction of lines oi transpon, etc., did some¬ 


thing at first to dimini-ih thu bexarfit. No 
doubt hberacmg anmes, oo kxs than occupying 
ones, require to be ted. Ncvcnhcless one wouto 
have expeaed that by now there would have 
Dcen an amchontion in the phght of the French. 
Nothmg of the kind has happened, however. 
“Since liberation,” writes the Lamcefs corres¬ 
pondent, “despite an improvement in the offWial 
ration, there has been a sudden deterioraoon in 
the condiiion of children ot the poorer classes 
in Paris, of whom many have been found under¬ 
weight. There has also been an increase ol 
riiaimn defiaenaes at Marseilles.” 

This result comes as no surprise to those who 
have foUowred the fate of other liberated terri¬ 
tories. Italy and Sicily are probably oonsidcr* 
ably worse off than France. 

Food Enough For All 

France is ordinarily a food-produong country, 
with ability to feed the total population with 
ease. There can be no doubt at all that if the 
peasants had access to the land, they could in¬ 
crease production so as to overcotxse the present 
difficulties. But the de Gaulle government is 
pledged to maintain priN*atc property. More¬ 
over, the peasant cannot get those products from 
the towns which he needs to carry on production 
without paying very high prices for ti^m. This 
is the reason why they continue to sell their 
produas on the black market just as they did 
during the German occupation, when such black 
market channels proved very useful to the Resis¬ 
tance Movement. Moreover, the inflation 
them distrustful of paper money. 

But even if the money system did not dry up 
the free flow of goods, the lack of transport pro¬ 
vides another source of food shortage in towns. 
This lack provides yet another brake on peasant 
production. What is the use of producing food 
if it is going to rot in the countryside for lack 
of transpon? Meanwhile the State depart¬ 
ments add tyjncal bureaucratic incompetence and 
indiflerence. Reynold"s Sews* foreign editor, 
David Raymond, just returned frenn France, re¬ 
ports (11/3/45): “I know of a case where lorry 
drivers who were going to the country and 
woifld be retummg with empties, rai^ up the 
Paris Food administration oflering to load up 
with butter on the return journey. Thev were 
told that Paris had no need of butter. This at 
a lime when the capital had been without fats 
for six we^s!” (fhe Lancet correspondent 
writes also “that up to the day I left Paris, Jan. 

QO fat of any kind had been issued in the 
ration of the Parisian since December.”) Darid 
Raymond also speaks of truck loads of salt being 
washed away because “some bureaucrat OTdcred 
elsewhere the locomotive that was drawing the 
open trucks in which the salt was being con¬ 
signed. That was when thousands of Parisians 
w'ere having to eat unsalted food! ” 

Meanwhile, people in this country have real¬ 
ized the appalling pb'ght of the French, and 
their immediate reaction is to want to help. 
There is enough food in this country to avoid 
aaual starvation (malnucriuoo is another matter), 
so it is a natural instina to want to mitigate the 
survation in France by sharing. Picture Post 
recently published an article on the conffiuons 
in France and were immecfiatcly inundated wiffi 
letters from people anxious to send a part 
their rations to France. Enquiring into the 
sibility of getting some^ing 
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GRAND DANCE 

IN AID OF FREEDOM PRESS 

IN 

BRIDGETON PUBLIC HALL 

(Lendressy Str»*tj 

GEORGE MOULD esd kk SWtNGSTERS 
Band 

On Friday 13th April, 
from 7JO to 10JO pjit. 

r^ets 2/. from ANARCHIST BOOltSHOR. 
127, George Siraai, GUsgev, 


An official added that 'we have no eridcDoe chat 
tbe people of Britain would be wilitof » 
up any of thdr radons. I doo’f ttoak 
would*. I asked wbeiber, if h were tte t 

they were willing, the .Vlixasory of 
release quanddes of food is ^dk. Tfe 
QTJCsdon was hypochcdcal, and mow o f ™ 
that will go u> Europe will in any caow 
from the .Americas. Ccnamly the Ministry 
Food will noc aDoar the sending of food, tad 
seem to be ariaid that, if sending is perssomi, 
(I) there will be a feehng abroad c hat 
in thi^ countzy rmisr be lavish if s 

ever can be spared, and CD tb nx 
oounier-cainp.ign 

one encounters the ryp»" » fotea- 

padon with trirxaitoes xn»k» h dernr itel 

mental iaiucs. e t m rh a d m 

that "clearly, ^ ,orvitahlc that 
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JOH.N HEW ETSON 





















































